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Dr. Cas tellani

Dept Norm

Teaching Evaluations 2003 to 2005.  

Teaching Evaluations 2005 to 2008.  

Dr. Cas tellani
Dept Norm

From 2003 to 2005, 
the lower the score 
(closer to 1) the 
better.

From 2005 to 2008, 
the higher the score 
(closer to 5) the 
better.

a. As shown in Graphs 1 and 2, my student evaluations 
 are consistently better than department norms.  
b. In two instances—see Graph 2—my teaching evaluations 
 were near perfect.
c. I have received excellent peer reviews from colleagues 
 and assistant deans at Kent State University.  
d. I was nominated for the 2002-2003 Arts and Sciences 
 Distinguished Teacher Award, Kent State University.  
e. I won the 2002-2003 Faculty of the Year Award at 
 Kent State, Ashtabula Campus.  
f. For “excellence in teaching” in 2003-2004 I was inducted 
 into the Kent State University Chapter of the Golden Key 
 International Honor Society.  
g. I received a 2003-2004 “Graduate’s Applause” card from the 
 University Teaching Council, Kent State University.
h. Received three letters from Provost noting my positive 
 impact on a student’s life.
i. In the past five years, my students have been accepted 
 to such programs as: 
  Case Western Reserve University, Mandel School of 
  Applied Social Sciences
  Purdue University, Department of Sociology
  Cleveland State University, Department of Sociology
  Kent State University, School of Technology

“Brian is one of the best professors I've had yet. 
His teaching style makes you think for yourself, 
and he has the utmost confidence in all his students 
that they will learn the material, and will make sure all 
of the students understand before he moves on. I have 
taken 2 classes of his and only wish that I could take more! 
Recommended to everyone!”

“He is a good professor, genuinely cares about 
his students and is there to help when you need it. 
He uses a sense of humor as a teaching style, and 
that makes his classes fun and easlier to grasp the 
concepts of the class.”

Brian Castellani, Ph.D.
Teaching highlights 2003 to 2008

Student Comments:

This guy rocks! He is the most talented professor at the campus. 
He is unbiased, puts the info out and the class reacts. As it should be. 
A perfect model for a professor!

TEACHING STATEMENT

In terms of a liberal arts education, I believe that one of the most important skills a sociology professor can offer students, in addition to the important 
content of each course, is a critical intelligence applicable to the increasingly complex, global world in which we now live.  Teaching students how to 
think critically is not easy, however, because it amounts to more than the accumulation of facts and figures; it requires students to think differently.  As 
the famous French philosopher Michel Foucault states:

As for what motivated me, it is quite simple; I would hope that in the eyes of some people it might be sufficient in itself.  It was curiosity--the only kind of 
curiosity, in any case, that is worth acting upon with any degree of obstinacy: not the curiosity that seeks to assimilate what it is proper for one to know, 
but that which enables one to get free of oneself.  After all, what would be the value of the passion for knowledge if it resulted only in a certain amount 
of knowledgeableness and not, in one way or another and the extent possible, in the knower’s straying afield of him/her self?  There are times in life 
when the question of knowing if one can think differently than one thinks, and perceive differently than one sees, is absolutely necessary if one is to go 
on looking and reflecting at all.”  

In today’s emerging and complex global society, Foucault’s words could not be truer.  If we are to go on as a world-community it will be necessary that 
our students learn how to think differently about themselves, others, and the challenges and issues they face.

An excellent way to foster this critical intelligence is through what the famous sociologist C. Wright Mills calls a sociological imagination.  Put simply, the 
sociological imagination is the ability to understand how our lives (which we often falsely experience as our own), the lives of others (which we often do 
not understand), and the challenges and issues we face (which we often struggle to envision sociologically and historically) are shaped by the larger 
political, cultural, and economic institutions to which we belong.  To foster a sociological imagination both inside and outside the classroom, I strive to 
do the following:

1.  provide students a safe and respectful learning environment where they can a) explore different ideas and course content, b) learn about different 
cultures and ways of living, and c) learn how to appreciate the differing views and opinions of others;

2.  help students to use the course material covered to develop a perspective that is useful and meaningful to them intellectually, personally, and occu-
pationally;

3.  help students reason collectively in order to learn how to work through issues in a democratic manner--a skill central to their present or future work 
roles;

4.  help students expand the walls of the classroom into the community in order to see for themselves the relationships and responsibilities they have 
toward others;

5.  help students understand how our American society, as well as our global society, (including its various political, economic, and cultural institutions) 
relates to their present and future careers;

6.  work with students outside the classroom to mentor and advise them in the personal and professional issues/decisions they face.

To accomplish these goals, it is not only important that I maintain my own personal and professional growth (which comes through my own adherence 
to teaching excellence, community service and the scholarship of discovery, integration and application), but also that I: a) provide students with the 
latest and most updated information in my field and b) give them opportunities to explore these issues themselves and relate them to the different 
communities in which they live and work.  This is my teaching philosophy.


